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Series: The Gospel of John  

Day 20: Peace, power and purpose  

Prayer: 
Let's pray 

O Wise God, this morning I want to confess that we are guilty of three things. First, that we 

are in conflict with people around us, with ourselves and with You. We ask this morning for 

peace in our hearts, O Lord. Then, that we are often so weak that we are afraid and we do 

not have it in us to do what You ask of us, yes Lord it exposes our lack of trust. We ask this 

morning for your power O Lord. Finally, we become so purposeless, O Lord. We just go on 

every day without seeking Your will. We are also caught up in customary religion. Give us a 

purpose, a reason O Lord, do it now through Your word. 

 I ask it in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Overview of this section: 
 

• Chapters 1-12 Jesus public ministry  

• Chapters 13-17 The disciples training for their ministry  

• Chapters 18-21 The crucifixion events  

 

We are on our second last day of the Gospel of John. In this 3rd main section, we looked at 

the crucifixion. Yesterday and today we are at the day of the resurrection. The message we 

get from it is: Peace, power and purpose. 

Day 20: Peace, power and purpose  
We read from verse 19 onwards: 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week,  
the doors being locked  

where the disciples were  
for fear of the Jews,  

Jesus came  
and stood among them  

 
It starts here with: “the evening of that day, the first day of the week” 

Verse 1 begins with:  
“Now on the first day of the week…it was the resurrection morning. 
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“Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still 
dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb.” (John 20:1) 
 
The first 18 verses tell the story where Jesus appeared to her. And now we will focus on 

Jesus' first appearance to his disciples, that night. We read: 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week,  
the doors being locked  

where the disciples were  
for fear of the Jews,  

Jesus came  
and stood among them  
 

Even though the doors were closed, Jesus came and stood among them.  

Luke 24: 38-39 says: 

 “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my 
feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you 
see that I have.” 
 
We see here, Jesus can go where no one else can go. He can go where doctors cannot go, 

where nurses cannot go, where psychologists cannot go, where people who need to support 

you cannot go. He stood between them. 

Then we read: 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week,  
the doors being locked  

where the disciples were  
for fear of the Jews,  

Jesus came  
and stood among them  

 

This gives us the reason why the doors were locked; they were afraid of the Jews. Of course, 

we can understand this because their Rabi was just crucified, they themselves could now be 

taken prisoner. 

Isaiah 41:10 says: 

10 fear not,  
for I am with you; 

be not dismayed,  
for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you,  
I will help you, 
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    I will uphold you  
with my righteous right hand. 
 

Jesus came because they were afraid. Notice that He comes while they are still afraid, He 

does not wait until they are ready and show confidence or trust in God, and then only He 

shows up, no while they are still afraid, He comes. 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week,  
the doors being locked  

where the disciples were  
for fear of the Jews,  

Jesus came  
and stood among them  
 

and then it says, "He stood among them." He did not just stand at the door or on the side, 

no, He stood among them. Another translation says "In their midst”.  He is with them; He is 

among them. 

Then He said to them: 

and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
 
He actually says 3 things to them, look carefully at the text. 

and said to them,  
“Peace be with you.”  

20 When he had said this,  
he showed them his hands and his side.  

Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  
21 Jesus said to them again,  

“Peace be with you.  
As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”  

22 And when he had said this,  
he breathed on them  

and said to them,  
“Receive the Holy Spirit.  
 

Let’s look at the 3 things He says after seeing the disciples for the first time after His 

resurrection. 

and said to them,  
“Peace be with you.”  

20 When he had said this,  
he showed them his hands and his side.  

Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  
21 Jesus said to them again,  

“Peace be with you.  
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As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”  
22 And when he had said this,  

he breathed on them  
and said to them,  

“Receive the Holy Spirit.  
 

He says, "Peace be with you." He says it two times, that it is very important to Him. And He 
says: “Receive the Holy Spirit. And He says: As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.”  
 

Peace, power purpose. 

Let's look at peace: 

He says, "Peace be with you" twice in verse 21 also Note the sequence: We get peace before 

we do anything!  In peace, power and purpose, peace comes first.  He is trying to tell us in 

this: We get peace before you gain power and before you gain purpose. It's not something 

you deserve, you do not have to do anything with the power you are going to receive and 

with the purpose you are going to receive, you are receiving peace. 

And then he says: 

20 When he had said this,  
he showed them his hands and his side.  

 

He says “peace be with you” and then tells them why they have peace. 

he showed them his hands and his side.  
Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  

 

When they realized it was He, they were full of joy and peace, for His blood covered their 

sins. 

Ephesians 2: 14-18 describes it wonderfully. He begins with a tremendously powerful 

summary. 

14 For he himself [Christ] is our peace,  
 
and then he explains it: 

who has made us both [Jews and Gentiles] one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing 
wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he 
might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might 
reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And 
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he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 
For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 
 
Peace to you. We see there is peace between us and Jesus. There is peace between us and 

God the Father. And there is peace between us and other believers. Here He speaks of the 

Jews and the Gentiles, who are all united into one man, into one body. Then also peace with 

ourselves. 

Hebrews 9:14 says: 

14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. (Heb 
9:14) 

We are no longer trapped in the past, our conscience is free, we have peace and now power 

and purpose can come because now we can serve the living God because there is peace in 

our hearts. 

Colossians 1:20 sums it up nicely. 

19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
(Colossians 1:19-20) 
 
The previous day Jesus died on the cross and when He comes to His disciples the peace is 

restored and the first thing, He says to them is: "Peace be with you". 

Romans 5: 1 teach us how that peace can also come into our hearts. 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:1) 
 
Through what Jesus Christ did for us on the cross yesterday, we are set free. And if we 

believe this, there is now peace between us and God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

"Peace be with you". 

Then the 2nd  thing He says is: 

“Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

I want to give you strength. He says that in Acts 1: 8 

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you. 
 
He had already prayed for it earlier in John 14:16 

16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 
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You do not have to be afraid. I give you the strength to do what I want you to do. It brings us 

to reason, the third thing He says: 

As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”  
 

That verse in Acts 1: 8 also went further. After the power, the command. 

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 

As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”  
 
When he has said it: 

22 And when he had said this,  
he breathed on them… 
 

So here they received the promise of the Holy Spirit that would be fulfilled in Acts 2, that 

they would receive the power to carry out this commission. 

Peace, power and purpose. 

And why does He send us? To glorify the father. John 12:28 

But for this purpose, I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice 
came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 
 
And on the cross, it was the pinnacle of God's glory. That He sent His Son for peace. Now He 

gives us the power and sends us to testify of His greatness, of His glory and that we will 

honour Him for what He has done for us and that He is with us. 

Then we will also have the joy of the disciples and bring other people to Him to have peace, 

power and purpose in their lives. 

Reflection 
Read this passage again and write down what you learned about God the Father, the Son 

and the holy Spirit. When you refelect on that You will be filled with peace. 

Thanksgiving 
And when the Spirit fills you with power, write down where He is sending you to today. 

What is your purpose for today. How will you glorify Him today? 
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Prayer 
Let us pray: 

O Father in Heaven, how wonderful is Your name, how unspeakable is Your grace. I confess 

that so often we are still afraid, but thank You for coming to stand between us and 

reminding us that You have reconciled everything to You through Your son Jesus Christ. We 

believe it with all our heart and therefore we have peace, that peace that transcends all 

understanding, that peace that only You can give us. 

Fill us anew today with the power of the Holy Spirit so that we will testify of Your glory and 

Your greatness and Your majesty. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ alone.  

Amen 


