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Series: The Gospel of John  

Day 16:  Nobody can take away your joy  

Prayer  

Let us pray,  

O Father in heaven, to you belong the praise and honour and gratitude for eternity.  

Yesterday you encouraged us to bear fruit that glorify you.  

O Lord, the enemy wants to steal our joy. Speak to us through your word, turn our mourning 

into joy.  Even in these circumstances.  Yes Lord, a joy that no one can take away. 

Amen.   

Introduction  
We are busy working through the Gospel of John and we are walking through a chapter 

every day.   

• Chapter 1-12 Jesus public ministry  

- 7 wonders, 7 “I am” statements and conversations about Jesus that we might believe 

and live 

• Chapter 13-17 The preparation of the disciples 

⎯ 13: For high service, bow down  

⎯ 14: Don’t be upset  

⎯ 15: Abide in me and bear fruit that you may have complete Joy 

• Chapter 18-21 The crucifixion  

In Chapter 1-12 we looked at Jesus public ministry.  There were 7 wonders and 7 “I am” 

statements and conversations about Jesus that we might believe and live.   The second part 

we are busy with now, is Chapter 13-17 were we see the preparation of the disciples for 

their ministry.  Chapter 13 said for high service, bow down.  Chapter 14: Don’t be upset.  

Yesterday we saw: Abide in Me and bear fruit that you may have complete joy.   

Today we look at John 16: Nobody can take away your joy.  

Chapter 16: Nobody can take away your joy  
In Chapter 15 Jesus taught the disciples to pray.  They had to pray to glorify God, through 

bearing fruit.  Then their joy would have been complete.  But in the next chapter we find 

them with hearts filled with sorrow. Why are they sad? Jesus says in verse 5: 

5 But now I am going to him who sent me…  
6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 
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They are sad because their Rabi is leaving. He started to prepare them in Chapter 12 
already.  He said: 
 

23 And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. (John 12:23-24).  
 
Then He encourages them in verse 16:  

 
16 “A little while,  

and you will see me no longer;  
and again a little while,  

and you will see me.”  
 
He tells them you are sad now, but it will only be for a short while.  In verse 22 he assures 
them: 
 
22 So also you have sorrow now,  

but I will see you again,  
and your hearts will rejoice,  

and no one will take your joy from you.  
 
If we get to chapter 20 we will see it fulfilled.  It says: 
 
20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were 
glad when they saw the Lord. (John 20:20). 
 
After He was resurrected He appeared to them and their hearts were filled with joy.  Then 
he says and no one will take your joy from you. 
 
Why would that happen? The first important reason: 
 

1. Jesus will never die again 
If He lives forever, no one can take away that joy.  Revelation 1:18 says:  
18... I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 
(Revelation 1:18) 
If He has the keys of Death and Hades it is also a promise to us and the second reason why 
no one can take our joy:  
 

2. We will never die again 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he 
die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 
believe this?”  (John 11:25-26) 
It is important to notice here – those who believe – their hearts will be filled with joy and 
their joy will never be taken away for all eternity. Do you believe this?  
 

3. Safe forever 
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Then it says: and no one will take your joy from you. We have eternal joy and it cannot be 
taken from us.  It says in John 10:28: 
28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my 
hand. (John 10:28) 
Chapter 10 was the chapter about the shepherd.  He said He is the door, no one can come in 
to snatch them.  The Father was the gate keeper in that chapter. He is the Shepherd.  He 
leads us to green pastures and streams of water. And in all eternity no one can take away 
our joy. Therefore, we will be…  
 

4. Filled with joy forever 
In chapter 6: Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not 
hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. (John 6:35) 
Eternal joy – fulfilled. Oh, what a wonderful message.  Our hearts will be filled with joy 
about what we remember in the week – Easter Sunday – the resurrection.  Because it is the 
message that no one can take our joy.  

Now you can boldly go to God in prayer: 
The next verse in this chapter continues: 

23 In that day you will ask nothing of me.  
Truly, truly, I say to you,  

whatever you ask of the Father  
in my name,  
he will give it to you.  

24 Until now you have asked nothing  
in my name.  

 
For a moment I was amazed at this verse, because he speaks about joy and then He says you 
will ask nothing of me and He begins to speak about prayer.  But when I thought about it I 
realized how practical He is. He gives us an eternal promise, He tells us our joy will be 
complete because we will live forever.  But He is very practical, because He knows until He 
comes again, there will be many things that causes sorrow. Therefore, He gives us this 
practical solution to how we can keep our joy. He gives us prayer.  
 
He says: 
 
23 In that day you will ask nothing of me.  
 
In the previous verse He referred to just a little while until I come again, and then He refers 
to that day… 
23 In that day you will ask nothing of me.  
The day He returns after His resurrection they will no longer ask Him, He says:  
 
Truly, truly, I say to you,  

whatever you ask of the Father  
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He says we can talk to the Father directly.  He tore the veil and we have access to the 
Father. 1 John 5, puts it like this:  
 
14 And this is  
the confidence that we have toward him,  
that if we ask anything  

according to his will he hears us.  
15 And if we know that he hears us 

 in whatever we ask,  
we know that we have the requests  

that we have asked of him. 
 
We have access to the Father.  And He promises, whatever we ask, He will give it.  But there 
is a condition – pray according to His will.  Pray according to the will of the Father. In verse 
23 it says: 

whatever you ask of the Father  
in my name,  

 
In ourselves we do not have the right to speak to the Father. We are sinners.  We need a 
mediator.  We need access to the Father.  And the Gospel of John taught us that Jesus Christ 
is the door, he tore the veil and through Him we can speak to the Father directly.  Therefore 
when we pray, we pray in the name of Jesus Christ.  In John 1:29 it says: 
 

Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
 
We pray in His name.  Through Him.  In Revelation 7:14 it says:  
 
These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 
In His name we have access to the Father in prayer.  We saw it John 14 already: 
 13 Whatever you ask in my name,  

this I will do,  
 
 
There is a difference between the verse in John 14 and John 16.  In chapter 14 it says 
whatever you ask I will do and in chapter 16 it says whatever you ask the Father, He will give 
it to you.  Here we see we pray to the Father in the name of Jesus Christ, and He will give .  
The condition we found in chapter 14, it said: 
 
that  

the Father may be glorified  
in the Son.  

 
John 15 also said these words: 
 
7 If you abide in me,  
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and my words abide in you,  
 
ask whatever you wish,  

and it will be done for you.  
 
8 By this my Father is glorified,  
 
This part of John 15 says the same as John 14 said. Ask and you will receive, but do it in such 
a way that the Father will be glorified.  Here in John 15 we find 2 other things.  He gives a 
condition.  He says: 
 
7 If you abide in me,  
 
If we abide in Jesus Christ,  
 

and my words abide in you,  
 
In other words, the Spirit is in us, and we pray to the Father to be glorified.  Thus, the 
Father, the Son and the Spirit in this prayer.  We pray for things that will glorify Him through 
our fruit. We pray for fruit.  We pray that we will be disciples.  That will glorify God, and 
then He hears our prayers.   

 
that you bear much fruit  
and so, prove to be my disciples. 
 
So chapter 14 and 15 adds to what we see in John 16.  But John 16 goes one step further:  
 

Ask,  
and you will receive,  

that your joy may be full. 
 
He said no one can take this joy from us in the previous verses.  
 
The way we can have the joy practically on earth and that it will be complete and eternal:  
We need to pray.  We need to pray to the Father, through the Son with the Spirit in our 
hearts for fruit, then our joy will be complete.  
 

Let us summarize 
Your hearts are filled with sorrow 
  But just for a little while, 
   Then your hearts will be filled with joy. 
    And no one will be able to take your joy  
   Because I live forever 
   And you will live forever 
Now you can boldly approach God in prayer 
 Pray in my name 
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 Pray for the things that glorify the Father 
 Abide in Me and My words in you, pray for fruit that glorify the Father 
   If you pray and receive, your joy will be complete 
 

Prayer 
Let's pray 

Thank you, Lord, that the message to the disciples is directly applicable to us today. You told 

them you were going to be away for a little while, and it referred to Easter Friday's 

crucifixion. And you promised it would only be a little while then they would see you, that 

little while is Easter Saturday.  On Easter Sunday You turned their sorrow into joy, Your 

eternal joy. Lord, the joy of Your resurrection also fills us with eternal joy. 

Lord our life and suffering here on earth is short when measured against eternity. No one 

can take away our joy now, but even greater than that is that our joy will last forever. But 

Lord You also know we are sinful people and things in our lives make us sad.  Therefore, You 

also gave us a very practical way to turn our sadness to joy. You tore the veil at Your Son’s 

crucifixion, so that we can pray to You in His name.  

Yes Lord, therefore we cast all our sorrows and worries on You.  Let Your power become 

visible in our weakness.  That when people see what we, as weak people, can get done if 

You give the means and strength, they want to glorify You through it.  Work through us that 

our fruit will glorify You. Fill us with complete and eternal joy that no one can take away 

from us. 

Amen 

 


