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Series: The Gospel of John  

Day 15: Abide in me and bear fruit that your joy may be full 

Prayer  

Let's pray, 

Heavenly Father, the vinedresser, O Son, the true vine, o Holy Spirit of truth, I am a mere 

branch in your vineyard. Help me to bear fruit of true witness today as I open Your Word. 

Guide everone who listens to abide in Your Word, in You as the true vine and fill them so 

much with the Spirit of Truth, that they will bear fruit that will glorify you and that their joy 

may be full. 

I ask that in your Name. 

Amen. 

Introduction  
We are busy working through the Gospel of John. 

In Chapter 1-12 we looked at Jesus public ministry.  The second part we are busy with now, 

is Chapter 13-17 were we see the preparation of the disciples for their ministry.  Chapter 13 

said for high service, bow down.  Chapter 14: Don’t be upset.  Now we are at chapter 15 

that says abide in Me and bear fruit that you may have complete joy.   

I am the true vine  
Let’s read from verse one: 

1“I am the true vine,  
and my Father is the vinedresser.  

2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit  
he takes away,  

and every branch that does bear fruit  
he prunes,  

that it may bear more fruit.  
3 Already you are clean  

because of the word that I have spoken to you. 
 
We see that the Father is the vinedresser, the Son the vine and we are the branches. 

Remarkable here is that all branches are cut, but the reason why it is cut it depends on the 

fruit it bears. Those who do not bear fruit are cut down and taken away and those who bear 

fruit are pruned so that it may bear more fruit. 

Hebrews 12:6, 10-11 lighten it for us like this: 
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6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.”… 10 
For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our 
good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather 
than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been 
trained by it. 
 
To His disciples He said, you are already pruned right by my words, you know what my will 

is, you are pruned, go bear more fruit. 

Stay in Me and bear much fruit: 
 
4 Abide in me,  

and I in you. 

 Why? You must abide in this vine; you must abide in me to bear fruit. 

As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself,  
unless it abides in the vine,  

neither can you, 
unless you abide in me.  
 

2 Peter 1: 3-4 puts it this way. 

3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted 
to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of 
sinful desire. (2 Peter 1: 3-4) 
 

3 His divine power has granted to us all things  
 
We cannot, it is given to us. 

that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own 

glory and excellence,  

This divine power has called us therefore we know Him, He who called us and we become 

part of this vine. 

4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them 
you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is 
in the world because of sinful desire. (2 Peter 1: 3-4) 
 
You will not be the vines that are cut off. But, you will become a partaker of the divine 
nature.  What has been given to you is that you are part of the vine, you are in the vine. You 
must abide in me and I in you. 
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Then He goes on to say: 

5 I am the vine;  
you are the branches.  

Whoever abides in me 
and I in him,  

he it is that bears much fruit,  
for apart from me  

you can do nothing.  
 

5 I am the vine;  
you are the branches.  

Whoever abides in me 
and I in him,  
 

He repeats it. You have to stay in me, then He just explained that you cannot do it yourself 
then he started again: 
 

Whoever abides in me 
and I in him,  

he it is that bears much fruit,  
for apart from me  

you can do nothing.  
 

You have to, but you cannot do it yourself. Not without Me. But what should you do? You 

must bear much fruit. There are two conditions, you have to abide in me. You must be in 

the vine; you must abide in Jesus Christ in order for you to bear fruit and the opposite is also 

true: I am in him so He must be in us. 

Soon, I will show you how He tells us "I in him” is the Holy Spirit. You must cling to the vine 

Jesus Christ, the living juice comes through those vines, that is the Holy Spirit, and like that 

you bear fruit. 

The opposite we find in verse 6: 

6 If anyone does not abide in me 
 he is thrown away like a branch and withers;  

and the branches are gathered, 
 thrown into the fire, and burned.  
 

You either become wood for a fire or bear fruit. 

And then we come to verse 7: 

7 If you abide in me,  
and my words abide in you,  

ask whatever you wish,  
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and it will be done for you.  
8 By this my Father is glorified,  

that you bear much fruit  
and so prove to be my disciples. 

 
7 If you abide in me,  

and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  

and it will be done for you.  

oh my, this verse is misused, some people pray this verse for the red Ferrari. But here's a 

condition. He says if you abide in me and my words in you. The condition is that you must 

abide in the vine, and you must abide in the Word and the Word in you. In which way is the 

Word in you? The Spirit is in you and He makes you obey these words.  If you pray with that 

attitude, you will get what you want. Verse 8 clarifies it more: 

8 By this my Father is glorified,  
that you bear much fruit  
and so prove to be my disciples. 

 
What should you pray for? When you are in the vine, your only job in a vine to produce 

grapes. In the vine with the Spirit who brings life to the Words for you. What you should 

pray for is fruit. You want to be a disciple. You want to bear fruit so that people can see you 

are a disciple, why? The end goal of all of this is that the Father may be glorified. You pray 

that the Father will be glorified and that you will bear fruit that causes the Father to be 

glorified.  Verse 16 also shed some light on these verses.   

16You did not choose me,  
but I chose you  

and appointed you  
that you should go and bear fruit  

and that your fruit should abide,  
so that whatever you ask the Father in my name,  

he may give it to you.  
 
Pay attention it also says: 

so that whatever you ask the Father in my name,  
he may give it to you.  
 
What do you need to do before the Father gives it to you? 

16You did not choose me,  
but I chose you  

and appointed you  
that you should go and bear fruit  

and that your fruit should abide,  
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The Father has chosen you and planted you in the vine for the purpose of bearing fruit, fruit 

that will last, fruit of eternity. And so, we can see these fruit that verse 7 is talking about are 

the fruit to go and preach the gospel so that the Father may be glorified, and if you do, the 

Father will give to you what you ask. If you pray for that fruit, He is going to give it to you 

and you have to ask for it in His name, in the vine. The words in the vine.  Ask it in His name 

and He will give it to you.   

He told us to bear fruit, now He explains to us what is the first great fruit: 

Fruit 1: Abide in My love 
 
 9 As the Father has loved me,  

so have I loved you.  
Abide in my love.  

10 If you keep my commandments,  
you will abide in my love,  

just as I have kept my Father's commandments  
and abide in his love.  
 

How can you stay in love? And how will you stay in love? You must carry out the instructions 

of the vine. The vine asks that you wear blossoms of love. That love is the love of Jesus 

Christ. You must abide in that love, He who loved you so much that He died on the cross for 

you. 

He received instructions from the Father that He had to come and carry out, He came to 

earth to die for us and He was faithful to it, He remained in the Father's love. The Father 

loved us so much that He sent His son and with that same love, His son loves us too and 

therefore we must love and wear blossoms of love.  

Ephesians 3:16-19 describes it this way: 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father…16 that according to the riches of his glory 

he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so 

that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in 

love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length 

and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you 

may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father…16 that according to the riches of his glory 

he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being,  

From inside the vine.  

17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith— 
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That that juice of the Spirit will come into us as shoots. 

that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  

Yes, the vine is rooted in God the Father's love 

18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and 

height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may 

be filled with all the fullness of God. 

Love that died for me and you on the cross. May we understand it, because if we 

understand it, we will be filled with the fullness of God. 

Fruit 2: Bear witness with the Spirit in you 
Then He shows us here from verse 26 what the second fruit is: 

26 “But when the Helper comes,  
whom I will send to you from the Father,  

the Spirit of truth,  
who proceeds from the Father,  

he will bear witness about me.  
27 And you also will bear witness,  

because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 

So the Spirit will be sent from the Father to us. The juice that comes to us, through the 

vines. He will testify about the vine with us and we will be so full of that juice of life and of 

love that our blossoms will turn into fruit to testify. 

Romans 8 says: 

16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, (Romans 8:16) 
 
He testifies about Jesus Christ and that through Him we have become children of God, so 

that we can go testify again. 

19 When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to 
say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20 For it is not you who speak, 
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. (Matthew 10:19-20) 
 
Then the wonderful message for us in these times of great pressure is that our joy can be 

complete. 

He says in verse 11: 

11 These things I have spoken to you,  
that my joy may be in you,  

and that your joy may be full. 
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We will be full of joy and full also means eternal, we will have an eternal joy. So, when he 

says “these things I have spoken to you”, he refers to what he just told us: That we should 

be in the vine, that His spirit should be in us, that we should bear the blossoms of love and 

that we should bear the fruit of testimony. 

So let's summarize: 

I am the true vine,  
I in abide you. 

Abide in me,  
and bear much fruit 

Abide in me,  
My words 
Ask in prayer 

and glorify the Father  
with fruit 
fruit 1: Abide in my love.  
fruit 2: Go and testify 

With the Spirit in you 
that your joy may be full. 

 

Then he showed us how the 3 things work. 

• Stay in Me 

• Stay in the Bible 

• Stay in prayer and let that prayer glorify God. 
 

Pray for fruit, Fruit of love and fruit to go and testify and you can only do this with Spirit in 

you. You are in the vine, the Spirit in you and so you can bear this fruit and if you do all this 

your joy will be complete. 

Reflection 
Today, this passage taught us a lot about the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Read the 

passage again and write down what you learned. What are the implications for you, a mere 

branch? 

Thanksgiving 
Once You refelected on the passage, to what fruit is the Helper urging you that will glorify 

the Father? Write down one very specefic thing that you are going to do differently today. 

 

Let us pray: 
O Father and vinedresser of the vineyard thank you for calling me to be in the vine, in Your 

Son. Thank You for being in me through the Spirit, therefore I also now want to stay in Your 
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Word. Lead me to glorify you through my prayers O Father, prune me to bear more fruit. 

Bring forth the blossoms of love. Let me go and testify in large bunches of grapes, oh God, 

no, let the Spirit testify through me. Now I understand why I keep returning from Zimbabwe 

with so much joy, let that joy and peace be complete, oh Lord. Let those who listen to this 

message also share in that joy. 

Amen 

 


